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Research Statement:  
The recent economic downturn has required many community foundations to reevaluate their business model and 
subsequently, their purpose or mission - do they exist solely to serve donors and build organizational assets, or should the 
main thrust of their work focus on providing grants and supporting service providers in the community?  Utilizing a broad 
survey of community foundations to assess how an organization covers operational costs, including an in-depth review of 
staffing structure, mission statements and communication efforts, will help to illuminate organizational priorities.  The 
subsequent comparative analysis will demonstrate trends in the sector and offer insight into community foundations’ 
distinctiveness imperative.  Extrapolating the effectiveness, efficiency, usefulness, worth and value of community 
foundations in the 21st century in the United States will provide substantive information to assist in the establishment of 
community foundations in developing countries.   
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